7th & 8th grade PCMS Band FAQs
1. Does PCMS provide band instruments for all students?
Some school instruments, such as baritones & tubas may be rented for the school year if the student and parent sign a Contractual Agreement and pay a non-refundable deposit. Otherwise, parents are responsible for providing an instrument for their child.

2. How much is band dues and what are they for? 
Band dues are $100.00 per band student and are necessary for students to participate in any band related extra-curricular activity. When you pay your band dues you will receive a Band T-shirt, and a Band binder. Band dues help cover expenses for such things as:
$10 – T-Shirt
                             $20 – Formal Shirt/Spring Trip (7th Grade/8th Grade) 

                             $5 – Minor Instrument Repairs

$3 – Band binder

$20 – New Equipment/materials/purchases

$5 -  School instrument repairs

$7 – Music

$20 – Guest Clinicians & Instructors

$5 – Awards


$5 – Miscellaneous

Please make checks or money orders payable to Peachtree Band Boosters or PCMS Band Boosters. Included on the check should be the students name, grade level, band class period, and instrument.
3. How many concerts will my child have this year and is it mandatory for them to attend?
Band students will perform at 4 concerts during their 7th grade year and 7 concerts during their 8th grade year, the Fall Concert (Thursday November 16), Winter Concert (Thursday February 22), GMEA District IV Middle School Band LGPE (Saturday March 17), and the Spring Concert (Thursday May 17). In addition the 8th grade band members will perform at the Fall Pep Rally (Friday October 13), the 8th grade Cultural Arts Assembly (Thursday March 1), and Orlando Fla. (Wednesday March 21- Sunday March 25).  Each concert will count as an exam grade. Attendance is expected at all band events and performances. If a student must arrive late, leave early, or miss an event or performance, the band director must receive a reason in writing from the parent at least 2 weeks before the event. Any band student excused from participation in these concerts will be required to complete an alternate assignment within 48 hours after the concert as a make up for the test grade.
4. Where can I purchase an instrument and band materials for my child?
Traditional music stores such as Carere Music, Ken Stanton Music, and New School of Music will be able to provide you with good quality new and used instruments. Pawnshops, web music stores, and relatives may also be good sources for quality used instruments. Instruments sold online and at places like Wal-mart, Sams Club, or Costco for very low prices may seem like a good deal at first, but please keep in mind that you get what you pay for. These instruments are made cheap to sell cheap. Instrument repair shops are sometimes unable to repair these instruments because replacement parts are not available.
5. Besides a band instrument, what else will my child need for band at PCMS?
All Band Students need their band binder, a pencil, a highlighter and agenda planner every day in class. Students will also need a Metronome for practicing at home. Flute players must have a cleaning rod and swab every day. Clarinet and Saxophone players must have 4 GOOD reeds w/reed protector, cork grease, a cleaning swab every day. Brass Players (trumpet, horn, trombone, baritone, and tuba) must have a mouthpiece, valve or slide oil, a small towel or cloth every day. Percussionists must have 2 pairs of Drumsticks (size 5B or2B), a Practice Pad, one pair of Bell mallets for class every day. Additionally, a Bell Kit with stand and case are to be kept for keyboard percussion practice at home. 7th and 8th grade percussionists also need a Percussionists Kit which includes 1 pair of Timpani mallets, 1 pair of Acrylic or hard Rubber mallets, and 1 pair of hard yarn mallets, and a stick bag every day. 
6. When will my child need their instrument?
Students should have their instruments in class on Monday August 14. After that date they will be expected to bring their instrument to school every day to earn daily class participation grades.

7. When will my child have band?
The 7th grade band classes will meet during third or fourth period every day of the week, and the 8th grade band classes will meet during sixth and seventh period every day of the week.  

8. What are the uniform requirements for 7th and 8th grade band students?

There are two Peachtree Band Uniforms: Formal: Young ladies must have a white tuxedo 

shirt, solid black dress pants with black, brown, or flesh tone stockings and black dress shoes. Young men must have a white tuxedo shirt, black dress pants, black socks, and solid black dress shoes. The band boosters will furnish cummerbunds and bow ties. Informal: Band T-shirt. It should be worn every Friday (except dress down days) as well as on days of events.

9. What special requirements are in place for 8th grade band students enrolled in the PCMS STEM Academy who are unable to enroll in band class for the first semester of the school year?
Students enrolled in STEM for the first Semester will operate on a flipped classroom model with the following requirements to be eligible for all band events on the schedule, including the Fine Arts Spring Trip to Orlando, Florida:
A. Payment of Band Dues in full is required for all STEM Academy students.
B. Participation in the Fall Solo & Ensemble Performance Evaluations at PCMS held Saturday October 21.
C. Audition for the District IV Honor Band December 6 at Cousins Middle School, and a score of 90% or above from the District Honor Band Audition Scale Sheet.
D. Participation in at least one extra-curricular ensemble such as a PCMS Chamber Group, Jazz Band or Pep Band.
Click the link to Mr Hickman’s Band web page at
Peachtreems.dekalb.k12.us for more information
